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STATE OF MINNESOTA
7th Judicial District
Clay County Court

Case File No. _____

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson, Laurie Christianson, Lisa Hahn, Marilyn Proulx, Ronald White,
John Kowalski, Janine Kowalski,

Contestants,

vs.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity as the Minnesota Secretary of State,
Lori Johnson, only in her official capacity as the Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County, Heather
Keeler,

Contestees.

____________________________________________________________________

AFFIDAVIT OF LAURIE CHRISTIANSON

____________________________________________________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)  ss.

COUNTY OF CLAY )

LAURIE CHRISTIANSON, being first duly sworn on oath states as follows:

1. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify herein.  I am a registered voter in the

state of Minnesota.

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and know them to be true and

correct.

3. I volunteered as a Republican Election Judge at the Moorhead Center Mall for the

November 3rd, 2020 election.
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4. I volunteered as a Republican public observer for the Post Election Review conducted at

the Clay County Courthouse on Tuesday, November 17th, 2020.

5. I did not participate in the count of absentee ballots, nor evaluate the return envelopes

they came in.  Other election judges who I know also did not participate in the count of

absentee ballots, nor evaluate the return envelopes they came in.

6. Lori Johnson, Clay County Auditor, stated, "Our staff count the Absentee/ Mail-in

Ballots.”  She made it clear that election judges were NOT counting the Absentee Ballots

nor checking the return envelopes they come in.

7. 2020 Minnesota Statute 203B.121 BALLOT BOARDS states proper procedures for the

handling of absentee ballots and envelopes.

8. During the Post Election Review, I observed 6 staff members of the Courthouse counting

6 piles of ballots at the same time.  I, as an election judge, was not asked or notified to

take part in this process, nor were the other election judges I know.

9. Party Balance requirements for election judges for the Post Election Review were not

met according to  2020 Minnesota Statute 206.89 POSTELECTION REVIEW OF

VOTING SYSTEMS - Subdivision 3.

10. During this post election review, I did not see initials on the absentee ballots.

11. Envelopes of the absentee ballots were not brought into the room for review.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is
true and correct.

Date: 11/30/2020 /s/ Laurie Christianson

Laurie Christianson
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
7th Judicial District
Clay County Court

Case File No. _____

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson, Laurie Christianson, Lisa Hahn, Marilyn Proulx, Ronald White,
John Kowalski, Janine Kowalski,

Petitioners,

vs.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity as the Minnesota Secretary of State,
Lori Johnson, only in her official capacity as the Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County, Heather
Keeler,

Respondents,

____________________________________________________________________

AFFIDAVIT OF JANINE HANSON

____________________________________________________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)  ss.

COUNTY OF CLAY )
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JANINE HANSON, being first duly sworn on oath states as follows:

1. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify herein.  I am a registered voter in the

state of Minnesota.

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and know them to be true and

correct.

3. I volunteered as a Republican Election Judge at First Presbyterian Church for the

November 3rd, 2020 election.

4. I volunteered as a Republican public observer for the Post Election Review conducted at

the Clay County Courthouse on Tuesday, November 17th, 2020.

5. As an election judge, I observed issues with our Election Judge Training, specifically

regarding Same Day Registration.

6. Our trainers did not point out to look for “status check” on I.D. cards to check citizenship

status.  They also did not take time to go over the process of what to do if someone was

identified as a non-citizen and tried to register to vote on Election Day.

7. I know to look for this only because of my own research of Election Law.  Other election

judges may not be aware of this since it is not brought to attention in the Election Judge

training.

8. I, Janine Hanson, a head election judge, did not participate in the absentee ballot board

process, so I did not have an opportunity to observe the processing of the

absentee/mail-in ballots nor validate the envelopes they came in.  The other Republican

election judges I know also did not observe the count of absentee/mail-in ballots nor

validate the return envelopes of absentee/mail-in ballots on Election Day nor before

Election Day.
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9. Shortly after 3:00pm, Amy McDonnell, with the City of Moorhead, came to the polling

location where I was an Election Judge.  She stated, "I'm going to update the poll pads

for the absentee ballots that came in on Election Day by 3:00pm."

10. Absentee ballots that came in prior to election day were already counted and loaded in

the system.

11. During the Post Election Review, I could not clearly see the names on the ballots and

could not verify the markings due to being told to stand 6 feet away from where the

ballots were being counted.

12. Absentee ballot return envelopes were not brought into the room.  There was no

comparison of  absentee ballot return envelopes to the number of absentee ballots.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is
true and correct.

Date: 11/30/2020 /s/ Janine Hanson

Janine Hanson
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
7th Judicial District
Clay County Court

Case File No. _____

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson, Laurie Christianson, Lisa Hahn, Marilyn Proulx, Ronald White,
John Kowalski, Janine Kowalski,

Petitioners,

vs.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity as the Minnesota Secretary of State,
Lori Johnson, only in her official capacity as the Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County, Heather
Keeler,

Respondents,

____________________________________________________________________

AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN KOWALSKI

____________________________________________________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)  ss.

COUNTY OF CLAY )
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JOHN KOWALSKI, being first duly sworn on oath states as follows:

1. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify herein.  I am a registered voter in the

state of Minnesota.

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and know them to be true and

correct.

3. I received an absentee ballot.  1 week later my wife received hers.  We both sent our

ballots by mail on the same day.  Her ballot was received on election day.

4. My ballot, as of today, has no record of being received. Today, I called to verify and  was

told, “A record of (John Kowalski’s) absentee ballot could not be found.”

5. I was never informed of the status of my ballot. If it was rejected, they needed to contact

me.  I was never contacted.

6. My daughter and son-in-law experienced a similar issue of their vote not counting, also

from the State of Minnesota.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is
true and correct.

Date: 11/30/2020 /s/ John Kowalski

John Kowalski

9



STATE OF MINNESOTA
7th Judicial District
Clay County Court

Case File No. _____

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson, Laurie Christianson, Lisa Hahn, Marilyn Proulx, Ronald White,
John Kowalski, Janine Kowalski,

Petitioners,

vs.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity as the Minnesota Secretary of State,
Lori Johnson, only in her official capacity as the Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County, Heather
Keeler,

Respondents,

____________________________________________________________________

AFFIDAVIT OF RONALD WHITE

____________________________________________________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)  ss.

COUNTY OF CLAY )
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RONALD WHITE, being first duly sworn on oath states as follows:

1. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify herein.  I am a registered voter in the

state of Minnesota.

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and know them to be true and

correct.

3. I volunteered as a Republican public observer for the Post Election Review conducted at

the Clay County Courthouse on Tuesday, November 17th, 2020.

4. At 1:30pm on November 17th, 2020, I was among nine private citizens who gathered at

the Clay County, MN courthouse in Moorhead, MN to observe the Post-election Review

of ballots cast in the General Election. I was initially denied entry to the courthouse, as

my name was "not on a select list", according to the officers at the entrance to the

courthouse. I explained that I had registered the night before to be present, but the

officers said they would only allow entrance to those people who were on the "list".

However, I was later told that "there's room for one more person upstairs" and so I

entered the courthouse and was directed to a room on the 3rd floor. Once upstairs, I

counted seven reviewers (including the Auditor) and nine observers (including myself).

5. Initially, we were told that we must remain at a far distance from the reviewers, which

made it impossible to clearly see what was transpiring. After a few people objected, the

Auditor of Clay County allowed us all to move a few feet nearer, but we were still kept at

a distance from which it was impossible to view the ballots clearly or to decipher what

was on them. Thus, I was able to see reviewers counting sheets of paper and placing

them in stacks and piles, but I could not in any way verify what was on those sheets of

paper.

6. I did observe that there were no absentee ballot envelopes anywhere to be seen, neither

were there any apparent attempts to verify signatures or in any way guarantee the
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validity of any ballots. I also noted that the reviewers, according to a statement made by

the Auditor, were all staff members and were not official representatives of any political

party.

7. The entire review was conducted very quickly and without any apparent attempts made

to validate or inspect any ballots for genuineness or acceptability, with the possible

exception of one single ballot which the Auditor told those of us gathered was cast for

Joe Biden. She said that the machine had rejected it because the mark for Biden was

partially outside of the oval. She said that she was likewise not going to count the ballot

because "this is an audit, not a recount". That ballot was set aside and not included in

any official tallies, evidently.

8. On October 28th, 2020, I went to the office of the African American Development

Association in Moorhead, MN to speak with a man I had talked to over the phone. When

I arrived there I was told that he was out of the office.

9. I made small conversation with the woman in the office who told me that he was away.

She mentioned that she had moved to Minnesota two weeks prior to care for her sister,

who was ill. She said that she had come from Washington State, but that she "would

never want to live in Fargo or Moorhead because it's too cold". I commented on how

beautiful it is in Minnesota, but she laughed and shook her head "no" and said she

wouldn't want to live here and wanted to return to Washington.

10. She then asked me if she could vote in Minnesota. I told her that I understood there to

be certain residency requirements and voter registration regulations, and encouraged

her to research these laws at the Minnesota Secretary of State's website.

11. She smiled and said that she was sure there "are ways to do things" and said she was

looking forward to voting in the General Election.

12. I once more stated that there are specific requirements in place, and again suggested

she should look into the voting laws. At that she changed the subject and the
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conversation moved on. I was left feeling uncomfortable at the thought of someone

taking such a cavalier attitude to potentially circumventing established voting laws in my

state.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is
true and correct.

Date: 11/30/2020 /s/ Ronald White

Ronald White
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF CLAY SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CASE TYPE: Civil Other/Misc.
_____________________________

Court File No. 14-CV-20-4033
Honorable Timothy M. Churchwell

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson,
Laurie Christianson, Lisa Hahn,
Marilyn Proulx, Ronald White,
John Kowalski, Janine Kowalski,

Contestants,
CONTESTANTS’ VERIFIED

PETITION REQUESTING
INSPECTION OF BALLOTS

v.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity
as the Minnesota Secretary of State,
Lori Johnson, only in her official capacity
as the Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County,
Heather Keeler,

Contestees.

_____________________________

TO: Clay County District Court and the above-named Contestees and their attorneys,
Brian Melton, County Attorney, Clay County Attorney’s Office, 807 11th St. N.
Lower Level Moorhead, MN 56560, representing Clay County, Nathan J. Hartshorn,
Assistant Attorney General, 445 Minnesota Street, Suite 1400, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2134, representing Secretary of State Steve Simon, and Charles N. Nauen,
Lockridge Grindal Nauen, P.L.L.P., 100 Washington Avenue South, Suite 2200,
Minneapolis, MN  55401-2159, attorney for Heather Keeler.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE Contestants file this Verified Petition requesting to inspect

the ballots pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 209.06 which provides:

Subdivision 1. Appointment of inspectors.
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After a contest has been instituted, either party may have the ballots inspected before
preparing for trial. The party requesting an inspection shall file with the district court
where the contest is brought a verified petition, stating that the case cannot properly be
prepared for trial without an inspection of the ballots and designating the precincts in
which an inspection is desired. A judge of the court in which the contest is pending shall
then appoint as many sets of three inspectors for a contest of any office or question as
are needed to count and inspect the ballots expeditiously. One inspector must be selected
by each of the parties to the contest and a third must be chosen by those two inspectors.
If either party neglects or refuses to name an inspector, the judge shall appoint the
inspector. The compensation of inspectors is the same as for referees, unless otherwise
stipulated.

§
Subd. 2. Bond, taxing of costs.

 
The party applying for the inspection shall file with the court administrator of district
court a bond in the sum of $250 if the contest is in a single county. In other cases the
bond shall be in a sum set by the court with sureties approved by the court, and
conditioned that the party seeking inspection will pay the administrative costs and
expenses of the inspection if that party loses the contest.

Subd. 3. Report of inspectors.

 
An inspection must be made in the office and in the presence of the legal custodian of
the ballots. The inspectors shall recanvass the votes cast for the parties to the contest or
the question in issue in accordance with the rules for counting ballots in the Minnesota
Election Law. They shall make a written report of the inspection indicating the number
of votes cast for each candidate or each side of the question in each precinct where the
ballots were inspected and indicating any disputed ballots upon which the inspectors
cannot agree.

1. Contestants incorporate by reference all pleadings and affidavits filed by

Contestants in this matter including but not limited to Contestants’ Notice of Election

Contest Under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 209, in this Verified Petition.

2. The Contestants cannot properly be prepared for trial without an inspection of

the ballots, designating all precincts in Legislative District 04A, including, but not limited to:

(a) The application, record, status, and number of first time voters. (b) All written and

electronic applications for absentee ballots; (c) ballot envelopes filled out with the name,
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address, and certificate of eligibility to vote by absentee ballot; (d) the marking of either

accepted or rejected on the envelope; (e) the absentee ballot election materials under the

Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act; (f) in-person, and same-day

registration records and (g) the ballots and envelopes received after November 3, 2020, that

were required to be segregated by order of the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals filed on October

29, 2020, James Carson, et. al. v. Steve Simon, et al., requiring the Secretary of State, Steve

Simon, “and his respective agents and all persons acting in concert with each or any of them

are ordered to identify, segregate, and otherwise maintain and preserve all absentee ballots

received after the deadlines set forth in Minn. Stat. § 203B.08, subd. 3 . . . in the event a final

order is entered by a court of competent jurisdiction determining such votes to be invalid or

unlawfully counted.”

3. The contestants assert, through chain-of-custody, a legitimate ballot includes

absentee registrations, absentee ballot envelopes, in-person, and same-day registration

records.

4. Contestants’ election contest and affidavits filed in this matter clearly

demonstrate (a) an irregularity in the conduct of this election and the canvass of votes; (b)

there is a question of who received the largest number of votes legally cast, and (c) there

were deliberate, serious, and material violations of the Minnesota Election Law in the

November 3, 2020 election.

5. On December 7, 2020, Edwin D. Hahn filed a $250 cost bond with the Clay

County District Court.

6. Contestants chose Cory Black as their inspector.
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VERIFICATION OF COMPLAINT

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is true
and correct.

DATED:   December 8, 2020. CONTESTANTS PRO SE

By: /s/ Edwin Hahn
Edwin Hahn
4140 16th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560
edwinforhouse@gmail.com
Phone: (218) 686-3970

By: /s/ Lisa Hahn
Lisa Hahn
4140 16th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560
lisawinswithedwin@gmail.com
Phone: (218) 688-3022

By: /s/ Janine Hanson
Janine Hanson
1118 River Dr. S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Marilyn Proulx
Marilyn Proulx
1304 4th St S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Laurie Christianson
Laurie Christianson
18 4th St S, Apt 307
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Janine E Kowalski
Janine E Kowalski
3177 11th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ John J Kowalski
John J Kowalski
3177 11th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Ronald White
Ronald White
4471 Blue Stem Way
Moorhead, MN 56560
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

CLAY COUNTY 7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Case type: Civil/Other

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson, Laurie
Christianson, Lisa Hahn, Marilyn Proulx,
Ronald White, John Kowalski, Janine
Kowalski

Court File Number: 14-CV-20-4033
Honorable Timothy M. Churchwell

Contestants,

vs.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity as
the Minnesota Secretary of State, Lori
Johnson, only in her official capacity as the
Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County, Heather
Keeler

Contestees.

ORDER GRANTING CONTESTANTS’ MOTION
TO APPOINT INSPECTORS AND INSPECT BALLOTS

This matter came before the Court on December 10, 2020 and based upon the files, records,

and proceedings herein, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. Contestants’ Motion to Appoint and Inspect Ballots is GRANTED; and

2. The Contestants shall select 3 inspectors.

3. The Contestees shall select 3 inspectors.

4. The Contestants’ Verified Petition to Inspect Ballots shall be EXECUTED.

BY THE COURT:

____________________________________
Honorable Timothy Churchwell
Judge of District Court
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STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

CLAY COUNTY 7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Case type: Civil/Other

Edwin Hahn, Janine Hanson, Laurie
Christianson, Lisa Hahn, Marilyn Proulx,
Ronald White, John Kowalski, Janine
Kowalski

Court File Number: 14-CV-20-4033
Honorable Timothy M. Churchwell

Contestants,

vs.

Steve Simon, only in his official capacity as
the Minnesota Secretary of State, Lori
Johnson, only in her official capacity as the
Auditor-Treasurer for Clay County, Heather
Keeler

Contestees.

CONTESTANTS’ NOTICE OF MOTION AND
MOTION TO APPOINT INSPECTORS AND INSPECT BALLOTS

TO: Contestees Steve Simon, Lori Johnson, Heather Keeler

NOTICE OF MOTION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Thursday, December 10, 2020, at 1:30 p.m., via live

videoconference to be noticed by the Court, before the Honorable Timothy Churchwell, Judge of

the Douglas County District Court, Contestants will move the Court for entry of an order as set

forth below.

MOTION

Pursuant to Minnesota Rule of Civil Procedure, Contestants respectfully move the Court for an

order that shall then appoint three (3) sets of three inspectors for the contest of Legislative
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District 04A, Clay County, to inspect the ballots expeditiously. Properly filed in the 7th Judicial

District on November 30, 2020, as required by Minn. Stat. §209.021, the court has jurisdiction in

this Contest. In a verified petition filed with the court December 9, 2020, the Contestants

requested an inspection of ballots, as the case cannot properly be prepared for trial without an

inspection of the ballots, designating all precincts within Legislative District 04A, Clay County.

The contestants asserted, through chain-of-custody, a legitimate ballot includes absentee

registrations, absentee ballot envelopes, in-person, and same-day registration records.

Accordingly, this contest must proceed.

The motion is based upon all the files, records, and proceedings herein, and upon a

memorandum of law, supporting declaration, supporting affidavits, and exhibits to be filed in

accordance with the Minnesota General Rules of Practice.

Dated: December 7, 2020 CONTESTANTS PRO SE

By: /s/ Edwin Hahn
Edwin Hahn
4140 16th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560
edwinforhouse@gmail.com
Phone: (218) 686-3970

By: /s/ Lisa Hahn
Lisa Hahn
4140 16th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560
lisawinswithedwin@gmail.com
Phone: (218) 688-3022

By: /s/ Janine Hanson
Janine Hanson
118 River Dr. S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Marilyn Proulx
Marilyn Proulx
1304 4th St S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Laurie Christianson
Laurie Christianson
18 4th St S, Apt 307
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Ronald White
Ronald White
4471 Blue Stem Way
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ Janine E Kowalski
Janine E Kowalski
3177 11th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560

By: /s/ John J Kowalski
John J Kowalski
3177 11th Ave S
Moorhead, MN 56560
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December 14, 2020

JUDGMENT
I hereby certify that the foregoing order constitutes
the Judgment of the Court.

Date: December 14, 2020 By: , Deputy





































THtt S∪ PREMtt COURT OF M!NNESOTA

MIN NESOTA」 UDIC:AL CENTER
25 RE∨ DR MART:N LUTHER KING」 R BL∨ D.
SAINT PAUL,MINNESOTA 55:55

CHAMBERS OF
LORIE S GILDEA
CHIEF」 uST CE

December 3,2020

RE: Edwin Hahn, et al. v. Steve Simon, et al.

No. 14-CV-20-4033 (Clay Cty. Dist. Ct.)

Contestants and Contestees :

An election contest for House Seat 44 was filed in Clay County District Court on November 30,

2020. The Clay County Court Administrator submitted a copy of the Notice of Contest to me, as

required by Minnesota Statutes $ 209.10, subdivision I . I am required by subdivision 2 of section

2Ogl1to provide the parties with "the names ofjudges of the judicial district or districts covering

the area served by the contested office." Enclosed please find a copy of Minnesota Statutes

$ 209.10.

House Seat 44 serves Clay County, which is within the Seventh Judicial District. Please find the

following list of active judges from the Seventh Judicial District who are available to preside over

this matter.

(651)296‐ 3380

Asst. Chief Judge Sarah Hennessey

Judge Daniel Benson
Judge Sharon Grewell-Benson
Judge William Cashman

Judge Timothy Churchwell
Judge Kris Davick-Halfen
Judge Matthew Engelking
Judge Mark Kerzing
Judge Michael Jesse

Judge Gail Kulick
Judge Michelle Winkis Lawson
Judge Mary Mahler

Judge Kevin Miller
Judge Laura Moehrle
Judge Andrew Pearson

Judge Matthew Quinn
Judge Robert Raupp
Judge Jade Rosenfeldt
Judge Gretchen Thilmony
Judge Shan Wang
Judge Leonard Weiler
Judge Nathaniel Welte
Judge Antoinette Wetzel

Sincerely,

ChiefJustice

Enclosure

FLETCHERT
Typewritten Text
December 3, 2020



209.10 MS 1957 [Repealed, 1959 c 675 art 13 s 1]​

209.10 STATE LEGISLATIVE OFFICE.​

Subdivision 1. Notice in legislative contest. In a legislative contest, the court administrator of district​
court, within three days of receipt of the notice of contest, shall submit one copy of it to the chief justice of​
the supreme court by certified mail. The court administrator shall also submit one copy of the answer, if​
any, to the chief justice by certified mail within three days of receipt.​

Subd. 2. Judge selection. In cases where an unfair campaign practice is alleged, within five days of​
receipt of a notice of contest, the chief justice shall submit to the parties a list of all the district judges in the​
state, except those involved in a trial that would interfere with serving as a judge in the election contest and​
those whose health precludes serving as judge in the election contest. Within two days after receiving the​
list of judges the parties shall meet together and, by alternating strikes they shall remove the names of all​
judges until only one remains. If no unfair campaign practice is alleged, the parties shall follow the same​
procedure using only the names of judges of the judicial district or districts covering the area served by the​
contested office. If the contestant does not proceed within the time provided for in this section, the action​
must be dismissed and the judge shall transmit a copy of the order for dismissal to the chief clerk of the​
house of representatives or the secretary of the senate, as appropriate.​

Subd. 3. Duties of court. Within 15 days after notice of contest has been filed, the judge shall convene​
the proceeding at an appropriate place within the county, or, if the district includes all or portions of more​
than one county, a county within the legislative district, and hear testimony of the parties under the ordinary​
rules of evidence for civil actions. The judge shall decide the contest, issue appropriate orders, and make​
written findings of fact and conclusions of law. Unless the matter is appealed to the supreme court, the judge,​
by the first day of the legislative session, shall transmit the findings, conclusions, orders, and records of the​
proceeding to the chief clerk of the house of representatives or the secretary of the senate, as appropriate.​

Subd. 4. Appeal. The judge's decision may be appealed to the supreme court no later than ten days after​
its entry in the case of a general election contest or five days after its entry in the case of a primary contest.​
The record on appeal must be made, certified, and filed in the supreme court within 15 days after service of​
notice of appeal. The appellant shall file in the district court a bond of $500 for the payment of respondent's​
costs if appellant fails on appeal. The appeal from an election contest relating to the office of state senator​
or representative takes precedence over all other matters before the supreme court. A copy of the decision​
must be forwarded to the chief clerk of the house of representatives or the secretary of the senate, as​
appropriate.​

Subd. 5. Legislative hearing, procedure. In hearing a contest, the house of representatives or senate​
shall proceed as follows:​

(a) At the time appointed, the parties shall be called and, if they appear, their appearance shall be recorded.​

(b) If the presiding officer is a party, a speaker pro tem must be elected to preside.​

(c) The contestant shall submit evidence first, followed by the contestee, and the contestant shall open​
the argument and close the argument after the contestee has been heard.​

(d) The vote upon the contest must be viva voce, any member may offer reasons for an intended vote,​
and a majority of the votes given decides the issue. No party to the contest may vote upon any question​
relating thereto.​

(e) The clerk or secretary shall enter the proceedings in the journal.​
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Subd. 6. Not a limitation. This chapter does not limit the constitutional power of the house of​
representatives and the senate to judge the election returns and eligibility of their own members.​

History: 1959 c 675 art 10 s 7; 1961 c 564 s 6; 1961 c 607 s 8; 1971 c 733 s 8; 1986 c 408 s 11; 1986​
c 444; 1Sp1986 c 3 art 1 s 82​
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