RESOLUTION NO.___
ACTIVATION AND USE OF CAST VOTE RECORD SOFTWARE

WHEREAS, pursuant to State Stat. 206.58 Anoka County “may provide for the use of an electronic voting system in one or more precincts of the county at all elections” (Sec. 206.58 MN Statutes); and

WHEREAS, Anoka County uses ES&S Voting Systems in all 128 precincts within the County; and

WHEREAS, ES&S represents that “ES&S hardware and software have been designed to accommodate numerous methodologies for conducting a Risk Limiting Audits (RLAs) (sim2020_june_26_2022.pdf (dropbox.com)); and

WHEREAS, ES&S promotional materials state that “ES&S voting systems support {post-election audits} by providing election details (logs, cast vote records, reports, etc.) which election officials utilize for the purpose” (FAQs - Election Systems & Software (essvote.com); and 

WHEREAS, ES&S further states that “all proposed ES&S tabulation equipment creates a unique cast vote record (CVR), which identifies selections made by the voter” and “The CVR is the official count of the vote for tallying of results in the ES&S Software, called Electionware…… Electionware software allows the user to call up and review any vote cast during the election and compare the ballot image alongside the Cast Vote Record, enabling a manual count of the ballot to be performed alongside the machine’s results”, (Read [S]elections in Minnesota: An Introduction to How Machines Controlled 2020 | Leanpub); and 

WHEREAS, because we know from page 57 of the ES&S DS200 Operator's Guide that the CVR functionality can be turned off, and was turned off during the 2020 Election according to statements made by Secretary of State Simon in a recent article found here: (https://www.mprnews.org/story/2022/09/15/voting-officials-misinformation-fueling-election-skepticism; and

WHEREAS, it is clear that the CVR function is an integral part of our ES&S machines and provides a vital audit function; and

WHEREAS, the ES&S Electionware Results Users Guide (page 42) provides a simple description of the process of extracting the CVR; and

WHEREAS, the CVR is a key digital election record and a simple way for counties to demonstrate election transparency; and

WHEREAS, it has come to our attention that the CVR function has not been activated or used in recent elections in Anoka County and no such records are available to conduct post-election audits; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of voters in Anoka County to activate the CVR function in order to insure accurate elections via post-election audits; and

WHEREAS, election integrity is a valued priority of the Anoka County Board and open, fair and transparent elections is our standard; and

WHEREAS, under the Minnesota Data Practices Act § 13.03  states that “upon request to a responsible authority or designee, a person shall be permitted to inspect and copy public government data at reasonable times and places, and, upon request, shall be informed of the data's meaning” (Sec. 13.03 MN Statutes);

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Anoka County Board of Commissioners hereby directs the Elections & Voter Registration Department to carry out the following actions:

1. Turn on the CVR function now for 2022 General Election.
1. Produce CVR reports for 2022 General Election post-election as needed or requested.
1. Provide CVR reports for the 2022 General Election to the public pursuant to MN Stat. Sec. 13.03.



















